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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The magazine entitled Open Door No. 15 is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The 80 page magazine consists of high resolution, full colour photographs explicitly 
depicting sexual activity between adult males and females, accompanied by 
contextualising and narrative text in five European languages. All activities present as 
relaxed and consensual. A significant proportion of the images are exploded close- 
focus depictions of genitals or sexual activity, which degrade and dehumanise the 
participants by presenting them primarily as collections of sexual body parts. Often 
such depictions fill the page. This manner of presentation is frequently combined with 
degrading and demeaning sexual conduct, particularly splaying females' labia and 
displaying ejaculate on females' bodies. The back cover carries an image in this style. 
One of the four photo-stories describes a character in a manner that implies his 
inferiority to other participants due to his ethnic origin. 

Consideration has been given to the relevant provisions of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990 as they affect the classification of this publication. However due to 
the extent to which, and manner in which, the magazine degrades and dehumanises 
women and men, depicts degrading and demeaning sexual conduct, and implies the 
inherent inferiority of a member of a class of the public, the Classification Office 
considers that the limit on freedom of expression resulting from the classification of 
this publication is reasonable and demonstrably justified. 
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